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A Long Journey
To

be resettled into another
country those fleeing their
homeland, must meet the criteria
to be officially recognized as a
refugee by the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees.
After status has been determined the vetting
process begins with a lengthy series of in
person interviews to corroborate their story.
If there are inconsistencies the process stops
and they are denied. If they make it through
the interviews they proceed through a series
of health screenings and begin the security
and background checks, a system consisting of
14 databases. This process takes an average of
18-24 months. After successfully being vetted
refugees are eligible to be resettled into
another country.

resettle an agreed upon number of refugees.
Resettlement agencies are responsible to
secure housing, enroll children in school and
enroll adults in employment training services.
Services provided by resettlement agencies
are provided for a limited amount of time. A
common goal is to have adults stabilized and
employed within 6 months of arrival, before
many of their services end.

In San Diego County, resettlement agencies
such as Catholic Charities, Jewish Family
Services, Alliance for African Assistance
and the International Rescue Committee,
under contract with the federal government,

More Refugees are resettled in San Diego than
any other County in California. According to
local resettlement agencies, slightly over 4,000
Refugees were resettled in San Diego County
last year (fiscal year October 2015 – September 2016) .

RefugeeNet Updates

A Summer Recap
A record number of students from RefugeeNet’s Tutoring
Program, 34 in all, attended weekly swim lessons this summer.
Along with our par tners at the City Heights Swim Center and
St. Andrew’s By the Sea, we know the impor tance of providing
recreational oppor tunities for kids and more impor tantly, the
chance to learn life-saving skills.
As the swimming program wrapped up camperships began.
RefugeeNet wishes to thank members of Trinity Escondido
for their help in shopping for supplies. 40 refugee children
attended Camp Stevens in July. Your donations and the generous
camperships offered through Camp Stevens made the weeklong
experiences available to these children, who would otherwise not
have the chance to par ticipate in the enriching experience

Resettlement Facts
The United Nation Refugee
Agency estimates there are
over 65 million displaced
persons .
Most have fled conflict zones
trying to save their lives. A
small por tion, 22 million are
deemed refugees and less
than 1 percent (189,000) are
lucky enough to be resettled
in one of 30 countries such
as the USA, Canada and
Australia. After resettlement,
these refugees face challenges
in their new home countries,
such as a language barrier,
learning how to use
transpor tation and finding a
primary care physician. This is
where RefugeeNet staff step
in to provide the help they
need to become productive
members of society.

Gearing Up For School
The Tutoring Program is a great place to donate
time and talents , to help refugee kids succeed .

your

Eager new tutors will join veteran tutors, as we kick off the
new school year mid-September.
We’d like to acknowledge par tners such as: the Bishop’s School
of La Jolla, Point Loma Nazarene College and the University
of San Diego, who provide consistent, invaluable suppor t to
RefugeeNet’s Tutoring program. They make it possible to help
up to l00 children per week, throughout the school year.
Tutoring resumes mid-September.
New tutors are welcome, no experience necessary!
For more information please contact:
Program Manager Katherine Bom (619) 283-1337.

All In A Day’s Work

Reflections of Client
Stories by Program Manager
Katherine Bom

to that building to put down a deposit to
secure the apar tment. Now this family is living
very comfor tably in a big space and a nice
neighborhood.

Samira, a

A

single

Mom

of four from

Darfur,

Sudan came to our office seeking help to
resolve IRS issues. The IRS was withholding
her income, even though she had filed tax
returns. I took her to the IRS office where we
learned she needed an attorney. So we went
to the Legal Aid Society
and found an attorney
who was willing to work
on her case for free. It
took seven months, but
she finally received a
refund. I was involved
as her interpreter and
caseworker, throughout
the process. Which
was needed, since she
would not have known
how to proceed without
our help.

A

single

Mom

of five ,

living in two-bedroom
apar tment in the City
Heights area, asked me
to help her apply for
low-income housing. The apar tment they living
in, was in bad condition and full of mice. The
family couldn’t afford to move out. Searching
for low-income apar tments in San Diego
is difficult. I told the single mom, not to be
discouraged. We filed several applications for
new apar tments. I continued to follow up on
the status of her applications and updated
the family information in order to stay on
waiting lists. One day, we got lucky as a fourbedroom apar tment became available for
rent. Because the rental office policy was
first-come, first-served, I immediately rushed

family of eight , from

Darfur Sudan,

ran into a challenge applying for green cards.
They came to RefugeeNet’s office to seek
help. I took them to USCIS Immigration Office
in Chula Vista to apply for green cards. No
one in the family could speak or write English.
I interpreted and filled
out their applications for
processing. Within four
months they received
their green cards.

A

new refugee family
from S yria was referred

to RefugeeNet through
a friend who happened
to be one of our clients.
I met the family and
took them to apply for
Social Security, next to
the County office to
apply for Medi-Cal, and
then to the Depar tment
of Motor Vehicles to get
their IDs. I assisted them
in registering their kids for school and for
WIC (for their youngest ones). In addition,
I found a doctor who speaks their language,
which is Arabic.

These stories are typical examples of how staff
help refugees as they assimilate into their new
lives. If you’d like to become involved, there
are opportunities to help refugees learn to use
public transportation, fill out a job application
or speak English. For more information contact:
Program Manager, Katherine Bom
(619) 283-1337

President’s Corner
Dear Friends,

Over the past several months I’ve had the oppor tunity to speak at many parishes, sharing stories
about refugee experiences, information about the resettlement process and promoting volunteer
and par tnership oppor tunities with RefugeeNet. I would like to acknowledge the effor ts of St.
Andrew’s by the Sea, Trinity Escondido and St. James’ by the Sea.
Thank you to the helpers at St. Andrew’s by the Sea for suppor ting the refugee children who
par ticipated in the swimming program. Much gratitude to those at Trinity Escondido who
shopped for the campership supplies, used by refugee children, who attended Camp Stevens.
Lastly, great appreciation to St. James’ by the Sea for awarding RefugeeNet a grant to help with
the purchase of a van.
Collaborative effor ts like these are an integral par t of the Diocesan wide suppor t, it takes to
keep RefugeeNet operating. We are grateful to be par t of such a caring community.

“If you want to lift yourself up, lift up someone else.” – Booker T.Washington

Lisa DuMolt , President, RefugeeNet Board of Directors

RefugeeNet’s Upcoming Events
Saturday May 12, 2018
Save
the

Date

Farmer and the Seahorse Restaurant will be the
venue for RefugeeNet’s annual fundraising gala

8th Annual Pie & Coffee Fundraiser

Caffe Calabria • 3933 30th Street • Saturday November 4 • 2 p.m. – 4 p.m.

While there, meet our students and your $10 tax-deductible donation goes to support the Tutoring Program
For more information call (619) 204-0545 or send e-mail to ddorn2000@yahoo.com.

I Want To Support RefugeeNet

I am enclosing $ ________________________________ for this needful cause.
Name _______________________________ Address ______________________________
City _________________________________ State _____________ Zip ________________
E-mail __________________________________________________________
To donate, please include this form with a check and send to:
RefugeeNet, 4265 Fairmount Avenue, Suite 130, San Diego, CA 92105
Or you can donate by credit card online, through our website refugee-net.org
To conact us by phone: ReufgeeNet office – (619) 2 83-1337
The Network has its own 501(C) 3 tax exempt status.

